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engaged in a life-and-death struggle with the Central Powers.
France, to whom the Poles had looked for help in some of their
insurrections against their oppressors, knew them better than did
England; but France, as the ally of Russia, the worst oppressor
of Poland and the'holder of two-thirds of her ancient territories,
was no longer interested in the Polish Question. Interest in it
had become very dim everywhere—except among the Poles. As
an international issue it had had no place in European political
history since the ruthless suppression of the insurrection of 1863
had shocked diplomatists into making emphatic though unavail-
ing protests against Russian barbarity.
For a time this tide of feeling in favour of Poland persisted with
some strength, but it slacked, ebbed and eventually disappeared.
New political orientations consequent on the defeat of France and
the rise of the German Empire in 1870-71 changed the situation.
The permanent elimination of Poland from the political framework
of Europe was, or appeared to be, accepted tacitly or openly on
all hands. Practically the Polish Question—the Liberation of
Poland—sank out of sight and out of mind as other and more
exigent national questions pressed into view. When the World
War began very few people in Western Europe ever gave Poland
a thought.
POLAND NOT DEAD
The partitioning Powers had succeeded in erasing Poland from
the map, but had signally failed to obliterate Polish nationalism.
The Polish people remained a national unity in language and
literature, traditions and religion, despite the dismemberment of
their country and the protracted efforts of its despoilers to Russify
or Germanize it. In brief, they were what they were—Poles,
forming a Nation compacted together and distinguished from
other nations by the thousand years of its history, whether in the
day of glory or the night of eclipse.
In 1795 the last vestiges of the independence of Poland had
been swept away by the three hostile Powers, but the captivity
they imposed gave in the end striking witness to the indestructible
vitality of the Polish race, which, notwithstanding oppression,

